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One of its central goals is to instill an integrated approach within the land transportation
system combining all its components together with social, economic and environmental
ramifications. The preparation of NOP 42 brings forth with it the opportunity to reexamine
the road network as outlined by NOP 3 (including those deemed unnecessary) as well
as a platform upon which to promote suitable alternatives.

As of 2009 according to the Central Bureau of Statistics, the number of private vehicles
is near 1.9 million - a number which comprises over 80% of all motor vehicles traveling
on Israel’s roads numbering about 2.4 million.

Some argue that in order to handle the persistent increase in the number of motor
vehicles - especially of private cars - and the congestion of roads, construction of
new roads is required. However both the worldwide as well as the Israeli experience
demonstrate that construction of new roads awakens a dormant demand for journeys
by private cars and promotes increased usage (of roads) and travel. Construction of
new roads is local solution limited in time and space.

The solution for the growing demand for travel should be by way of encouraging
usage of public transport and/or other efficient mass transport systems, appropriate
management of supply and demand of travel and by widespread use of complimentary
transport systems such as bicycles, two-wheeled motor vehicles as well as walking, but
not by construction of new roads.
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The Israeli Atlas of Unnecessary Roads

Executive summary

Paved roads in Israel comprise 11% of the total buildup area in the State of Israel®.

The third National Outline Plan for roads (henceforth "NOP 3") outlines the development
plan of the road network in the State of Israel. This plan, approved in the year 1976, was
amended during the years by some 90 updates and changes. Therefore, it is currently
out of date and no longer fits the customary national transportation planning trends.
This national plan which outlined a total of 26,500 km of roads already comprises
about 60% of the total amount of paved roads.

Of the yet un constructed roads identified in NOP 3, SPNI’s Atlas of Unnecessary Roads
in Israel found twenty-five roads believed to be superfluous including: ten roads in the
North and Haifa districts, eight roads in the Tel Aviv and Central districts, two roads in
Jerusalem district and five roads in the South district.

As outlined today, these roads do not conform to customary updated planning trends.
They are not balanced and rational in their planning and alternatives that fulfill exactly
the same transport purposes these roads were designed to answer for can be found.
These alternatives include upgrading nearby existing or planned roads, moving roads
away from the heart of environmentally sensitive open lands, or a total revocation of
them in general. If paved, these roads are liable to hurt human beings, by way of air
pollution, noise and reduction of recreational and entertainment areas, as well as the
environment and natural eco-systems.

Please note that even though this report mentions 25 unnecessary roads, no position
is taken regarding other roads not yet constructed according to NOP 3 or any other
program.

In light of the profusion of outline plans dealing with the transport system and their
mutual incompatibility, and in light of changes in the perceptions regarding transport
and the fact that NOP 3 is nearing exhaustion, the National Committee for Construction
and Planning gave a directive for the preparation of a new National Outline Plan for
combined land transport (henceforth "NOP 42").

46 Correct for the year 2008, the total length of paved roads in the State of Israel was more than 18,000 km and their area was more
than 148 square km which are 148,000 dunam (36,572 acres).
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